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Early Royal Navy  Submarines

Holland 1, launched 1901
Built in the UK to a US design
Too small and too under-powered for sea going use

A1, launched 1902
UK design
Experimental 100ft prototype

First functional RN submarines, A2-A13

HMS/M A7, launched 1905, length 105ft, 
displacement 180/207 tons, crew 11



Pigmy

The A class boats became training vessels

A7 was lost with all hands during a torpedo exercise off Plymouth 

Friday 16th January 1914



1914 - A7 Found

Yard Craft No. 94 HMS Exmouth



1981 - A7 Relocated

The A7 was found by sports divers on 13th August 1981

The binnacle

In 2001 the A7 was designated under the UK Protection 
of Military Remains Act 1986 and all diving was banned



2014 - The A7 Project

The first license to visit a Controlled site was given to the SHIPS Project to study the A7 submarine.

The aims of the A7 Project are:

Aim 1 - Document the story of the loss of the submarine
Aim 2 - Undertake a detailed site assessment
Aim 3 - Undertake a condition assessment of the wreck
Aim 4 - Raise public awareness about the submarine and its loss
Aim 5 - Investigate the cause of the loss of the submarine
Aim 6 - Create an archive of information about the submarine



A7 Project Team & Partners



Documenting her Life and Loss



Geophysical Survey

R2Sonic 2024 Multibeam at 700kHz

Mawgan Doble, 2014, A Site Investigation of HM Submarine A7, Plymouth University MSc Hydrography



Detailed Recording



Hull Thickness Research 

Cygnus Dive II UTG



Plans and Drawings

Site plan 
in Site Recorder 4

New engineering drawings created
as no contemporary plans exist 



University of Birmingham HIT Team

Virtual Reality 3D Model



Publications

Project report to be published in 2015

Proposed further work:

• Site monitoring
• More hull thickness measurements
• Net and rope removal
• More detail recording

www.promare.co.uk/a7project
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