


= Shipwrecks and History . A7
7 In Plymouth Sound Ear IY ROyal NaVY Submarines

Holland 1, launched 1901
Built in the UK to a US design
Too small and too under-powered for sea going use

A1, launched 1902
UK design
Experimental 100ft prototype

i O

First functional RN submarines, A2-A13

HMS/M A7, launched 1905, length 105ft,
displacement 180/207 tons, crew 11
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The A class boats became training vessels

A7 was lost with all hands during a torpedo exercise off Plymouth

: H.M.SUBMARINE A7~
E_PLYMOUTH WITH ALL HANDS JANUA_RY 16™1914-. i e ind
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Whitsand Bay

“Figany 120 Rame Head

—__Pigmy12:08
Position A (A9) ]
n S/

Pigmy 11:10
[

Position B

A7 Reported here

A7 Found

A7 Last seen here



1914 - A7 Found

Depth 37m

British Navy Series. Divers abou! lo descend. M

Yard Craft No. 94 ol ] HMS Exmouth
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DIVE NO. s e LTI LK RN | ——
RO AT gedmasnns TN S e o The A7 was found by sports divers on 13" August 1981
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Bottom IImE....I.!‘...M
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Organised by}:.(f"‘f""“- Max. Depth.....’..3..?...'1‘.’.‘.‘.‘9..612:.3...# )
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Weather conditions: I“r";-‘ B cakin

AIEtemD: crsasmammmann, OO Gransie T Wind....coovveeeerresnsnesnens

Watsr conditions: In 2001 the A7 was designated under the UK Protection
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Water temp: SUIfACE.. e burreerierresriiiess BOTOM iceiiiciisisieesciinsin e ili 1 VI
. g i of Military Remains Act 1986 and all diving was banned

Visibility ..L.5.7. 2204 .. Current ... 7. AT Tideueeeeeseeeen
Physical condition:
Before dive: At~ After dive: o k&
Equipment (if different from page on Personal Equipment):

Twim 0 &
Dive leader:
Companions:
Purpose of dive: .M..--ai.‘;_«fa_i’.. il P

Additional details: (Nearest recompression chamber, doctor, hospital etc.)

f‘; M de e at 3 mA
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%\T In Plymouth Sound 2014 - The A7 Pr Oj ect

The aims of the A7 Project are:

Aim 1 - Document the story of the loss of the submarine

Aim 2 - Undertake a detailed site assessment

Aim 3 - Undertake a condition assessment of the wreck

Aim 4 - Raise public awareness about the submarine and its loss
Aim 5 - Investigate the cause of the loss of the submarine

Aim 6 - Create an archive of information about the submarine

The first license to visit a Controlled site was given to the SHIPS Project to study the A7 submarine.

The A7 Project

www.promare.co.uk/a7project

7 SPROMARE
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In Plymouth Sound Documenting her Life and Loss

H.M,S. "Forth"™ at Devonport.

THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS, Jax. 4, 1914 13

19th, January 1914,
THE BRITISH SUBMARINE WHICH FAILED TO COME TO THE SURFACE.

DEAWN BY CMARLES | DE LACY,
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.
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I have the honour to make $he following report on - i-jf
the loss of Submarine A7,
On 16th. January Submarines A® and A7 were taken out
by me in Pigmy for Torpedo Practice in Whitsand Bay.

A® was stationed at position A (2% miles West North West

from Rame Head) A7 was stationed at position B (& miles

Dive No, paw b g A) a Notes:  Thowe tma o fidhervann pmine thid thas spt
Location Time ....). 3.3 marhed Ho A7 . A seadl s sheead v S edinds
Duration....... 14 temerlor waolinley | apparently il o shend o fuais
Bottom time.... e "‘k"""" A7 T the Sama wen f-w-)- lorley . Reger
Organiged by v T s Max, Depth...; \ Vabler s forl” dons & shd"Les o Ve e bed d
= w-v@ku.‘d.jmamm%yt‘ﬂ,[,r‘ ‘
: Yt balioyony tha o, Wa wend down Cnead” oo f dad
Weather conditions: i
i & tamern (o wnn no dock and e fled ). Lo

Air temp: ... Cloud..... 1719 Wind. b srallof qr‘d‘} sk ; =

i~ Haa chesy . Lha foke bGree bimed ot & Ao

Water conditions: B paracens ( snet ) which o Beadr sligitly w‘(,r

Water temp: Surface. i Bottom The resll o I oamd hen o reaadat comnr j.,,r

Visibility .. 15228040 .. Current... 5. 07 &7 Tide. ‘{r of B pomimy bver, o B pct side « ::._.-,..
i Ly nanr b Comming, Gver o e

Y 30 SR [l J s igrered " dy girtrgene, wnd,

Beforedive: 44~ T Blor dcnaremn tomctodod Bk A wra tha &
bompesa, s way freve lonm Appad frer tos dach

L paenbions | A bha crtars §langons

wio to Advagaalid ol Hompnkiis o .‘1,--—4-.7 s

T 50 & Compasa fhol’ bhu "47  Wanhies b " i promplly

{,"-\.4 2 2 ;

Tha _{,/{dn.n,xj A,\..j‘[‘_.._,l o ok o i Reyar

Wowed e aed flasd o .&;,,_.L (rest?) {.{t;“:‘ Loy

— G o comparn, Lo brg bl L P serfree and baif
oplid Aefere a dns enld ke sacaread gy

Lo bidee of Koz wrveck . Al seeermt

Physical condition:

Equipment (if differant from page on Personal Equipment):

Dive loader:

Companions: RBakle |

Purpcse of dive: it bt veck remens R ]
; wcionstid  somilas, o Araahiak Surmen aarees
e wbh a dinr frow Bu wreck | Afily deo

sheain bl Hia diwan srg gt He Afling Aoy, e [ r )
Joiw st wlasRiait He covpios wneibiad o ONE OF A CLASS OF WHICH THERE WERE THIRTEEN: THE LOST “A 7' A SECTION.
frned | d wro coveredd i il plae aisinemis and 3 L
- . R oo otliobid o st ('_L'..,;,._.c" . The ommpraza sdull _;('—‘L-.o(’
S pomn  Ateemp ol 3 md> PEY R — !_? 3 o LB il saset
and e B Lo dghf Ludls were dntacf
kw-t‘t—mmmw'&k.{‘mq,‘}wém
Gmnay e and ooy il t,

Additional details: (Nearest recompression chamber, doctor, hospital etc.)
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m‘:’P&DG"APH" R2Sonic 2024 Multibeam at 700kHz

PLYMOUTH
UNIVERSITY

Mawgan Doble, 2014, A Site Investigation of HM Submarine A7, Plymouth University MSc Hydrography
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80 indeep

ORCAL_[G HT diving & marine services
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In Plymouth Sound Hull Thickness Research e

Cygnus Dive Il UTG

CYGNUS

INSTRUMENT
S M = A7, point UT8, starboard stern
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Site plan
in Site Recorder 4

New engineering drawings created
as no contemporary plans exist
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University of Birmingham HIT Team




/== Shipwrecks and History . . A7
~/ In Plymouth Sound Publications

Project report to be published in 2015

Proposed further work:

« Site monitoring

* More hull thickness measurements
* Net and rope removal

* More detail recording

www.promare.co.uk/a7project

A report on the results of the A7 Praj 2014

Peter Holt : ‘ﬁ The A7 Project

History reeck Site Profec

Investigating H.M. Submarine A7
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Thank you
shi oject.org
email: pete@éHConsuIting.com

facebook: TheShipsProject
Twitter: @SHIPSProject™
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Thank you to our partners and supporters:
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University of St Andrews
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